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tling egotism of a genuine Parisian litterateur, will find here an extreme 
specimen. No Yankee or Englishman could possibly have written 
such a description of life on board an Atlantic steamer. 



5. — The Constitution of the Human Soul. Six Lectures delivered at 
the Brooklyn Institute, Brooklyn, N. T. By Richard S. Stores, 
Jr., D. D. New York : Robert Carter and Brothers. 1857. 8vo. 
pp. 338. 

Not the least interesting portion of this elegant octavo is the short 
Preface which explains its origin and occasion. The Brooklyn Insti- 
tute, with the Graham Lectures which are under its management, is a 
repetition, on a somewhat smaller scale and with some modifications, of 
the Lowell Institute in Boston. The various donations of Mr. Augus- 
tus Graham to the Institute, which is substantially of his foundation, 
during his lifetime and by his will, amount to nearly fifty thousand dol- 
lars ; and these are but a fraction of his munificent gifts. Of his dona- 
tions to the Institute, more than half the amount is for the purpose of 
maintaining free courses of lectures on various branches of science, 
the interest of twelve thousand dollars being appropriated to courses of 
lectures on " the Power, Wisdom, and Goodness of God as manifested 
in his Works." Of this last endowment, the volume before us is the 
first fruit. 

The theme which Dr. Storrs has chosen, as at once most fit for an 
introductory course of lectures on the general subject, and most conge- 
nial to his own tastes and habits of thought, is the " Human Soul." 
He has not attempted an elaborate work on Psychology, or advanced 
any new views concerning the position of the soul in the world, or its 
relation to the lower works of God. The thought of these Lectures is 
the average thought of the enlightened Christian pulpit. What is pecu- 
liar about them is the brilliant, striking, and forcible manner in which 
the thought is presented, the rush and fervor of a style which is at the 
same time clear and logical, the variety and abundance of illustration, 
the earnestness of conviction sullied by no dash of bigotry, the pro- 
foundly religious tone, which is yet entirely free from all cant or pious 
phrasing. The progressive arrangement of the Lectures, beginning 
with " personal life " as an endowment of the soul, and exhibiting in 
succession its faculties for knowledge, for virtue, for good work, for 
happiness, and for immortal progress, is natural and obvious ; but this 
climax is wrought up with rare subtilty and power. The criticism of 
such a volume must be wholly of admiration and praise. 
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So choice a series of discourses merits the dress of type and paper in 
which it appears. Yet we are afraid that the very elegance of these 
broad pages will be a hinderance to the wide circulation which they 
ought to have. A book like this ought not to be confined to a few 
readers, though these may be an audience fit. And it has seemed to 
us that the courses of Lowell Lectures, when published, should be so 
published that the multitudes who were disappointed of their hearing 
might get part of their benefit. The purpose of the testator would thus 
be better carried out. 



6. — Souvenirs Contemporains d'Histoire et de Litterature. Par M 
Villemain, Membre de lTnstitut. Paris : Didier. 2 vols. 12mo. 

M. Villemain is one of the few writers of France who have been 
able to maintain unimpaired popularity through two generations, to 
unite the suffrages of all parties in their favor, and to disarm criticism 
by the commanding excellence of their works. No mere writer of 
miscellanies has a fame in France comparable to his. The most re- 
fined of aristocrats praise his choice* and tasteful phrases, and the most 
sturdy of radicals confess his broad and generous candor. That frantic 
royalist, M. Baptiste Capefigue, who has deluged France with his vo- 
luminous defences of tyranny, apologies for superstition, and eulogies of 
the house of Bourbon, is forced to speak respectfully of the great 
Academician ; while Augustin Thierry, the first of modern French his- 
torical writers, pronounces Villemain to be the creator of a new science, 
the science of " Literary History." Journalism and Literature claim 
a man whom Science, the State, and even the Church, would call their 
own. Yet Villemain has produced no great original work, whether 
of science or history. Hi s studies are essays and disquisitions rather 
than fresh contributions, — splendid and masterly criticisms, but not 
constructions from original materials. His "Tableau of the Chris- 
tian Eloquence in the Fourth Century," his most remarkable work, is 
nevertheless, with all its wealth of suggestion and of diction, not an 
ecclesiastical history of that period. As a writer, Villemain belongs to 
the same class with the Schlegels and with Hallam, though incom- 
parably the superior of the latter in keenness of thought and grace of 
expression. 

His declining years are to be given to the pleasant task of gathering 
up the recollections of his crowded and honorable life, his memories of 
great men, great scenes, and great crises, of statesmen, scholars, wits, 
and poets, of social, literary, and political life. Two volumes of this 



